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disrespectful to the Assembly to lean on the rail, and that
he must sit up straight," chuckled Dadar.
That explained the visitor's look of surprise. His attitude
had been one of concentrated interest, and might have been
taken as a compliment to the speaker below. To Western
eyes it was certainly not as disrespectful as the poses of
some of the visitors. Several of them were squatting on
the benches, buttocks on heels, and chins on knees, in the
habitual posture of the masses. They were villagers who
had been given passes to the Assembly so that they could
observe democracy in practice and apply the lessons in the
conduct of local affairs. It must have been a sore penance
for most of them. They may have understood some
English, but tjiere was not one face among those of the
obvious peasants which showed any sign of comprehension.
If the members had recited nursery rhymes, it would have
meant just as much to the worthies specially invited to the
session for indoctrination.
Dadar also came under the usher's displeasure in the
course of the morning. He had crossed his legs and had
just clasped his hands round the raised knee when he was
tapped firmly on the shoulder and told to put his feet
together on the floor.
" Now what ? " I demanded of my companion.
Dadar looked thoroughly shamefaced.   " The sole of my
shoe was turned towards the Speaker."
It seemed inadequate grounds for reproof. After all, it
was a leather sole, presumably " sacred" cow-hide, so
turning it towards the Speaker ought surely to have been
regarded as an act of homage.
Those two incidents confirmed what friends had told me
on several occasions. New India has washed the colour
out of the deliberations of the Assembly, but she has not
reduced the ceremony attached to it. If anything, the rules
and regulations have been tightened and formality increased.
It was noticeable that all members of the legislature, though